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Beaufort vieinity, Carteret County, North Carolina o’

Ownefs 'United.States Govermment

Date of erection: 1828<35, restored 1936

'_Pfesent gondition: Good

Description:

The fort is built in the sand dunes and is invisible from a
distence. It is composed of an outer end an inner row of de-
fenses, pentagonal in form., The moat between the two was former-

~ 1y filled by the tide, but at one time it was filled with sand
and so remains. The lower rooms of the outer defenses are

. flooded and inaccessible, The inner court is entered by an
arched slype and is surrounded by vaulted chambers assigned To
various uses and covered with sheet lead and sand to form the
gun emplacements, These remparts are reached by stone staircases
supported on arched brick carriages.

N Additional dete:

A fort was built on this site in the middle of the elghteenth
- _century which the present fort superseded. It was occupied by the
 Confederate Army until April 24, 1862, when it was captured by
Burnside. It was garrisoned in the Spanish American and World
Wers. It had strategic value as commanding Besufort Inlet. In
1936 it was turned over to the State of North Carclina for use as
a State park and was restored by the National Park Service and the
State Conservation Commission.

Reference: HNorth Carolins Guide, p. 518
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HISPORY OF FOAT AGON. gL

For mora then two hundrsd years the location of tha proaent
Fort Lacon has boen thé gita of d4ifferent fortificantions for the pro=
soction of Benﬁfarh and other Const towns from imvesion from the eea.
Zdwrrd Tench (Blackbezrd) end other pirates passed through 0ld Topsail
Inlet (nov 3sauford Inlet) at %4he an:rance to Bogue and Core Sounds om
thelir way to hiding plases in the sozmdﬁ)

The firat fort bullt at thse Inlet wns dullt by the Lorda Pro=-
pristors early in 1700 %o kﬁap guard over Beaufort and Bailzxz the two
nost important ports next 4o ¥ilminghon im the region of what ias now | -
North Carolinas Twice 1t fall into $he hands of plundering S‘pania.t‘d_m: |
Spanish pirates caplured the fort in 1731. A deende later ths Spenish |
invesion from the West Indi;n broke down its defensea, but at so great
s oost that 1% had to be muaté?) ‘ | - _

As sarly as 1718 thers ie mantion of forts near this loontim.:"'.
for protection ageinat the raids of the Spnniardﬁ) It wap nemed i
honor of Governor Edwmnrd Hyed, Ite objesot wes to protest the i.ahnbitm{s :
of the region from the Indians following their frightful masesors of 1Nl
This was probably not at the exact locztioR of the present fort, but early
fortifioations at that sits did protect ke sarly colomists from Indisns,
pirates and Spaniards(.”

| Govarnor Arthur Dobbs, in 1756, fmﬂt what was Xeoun-as a

faseine fort on the looation of the presént struoture at a cost of

1,392 pounds staorling, mccording to Abarnmethy's History of Carteret
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County._ This was 'nmﬁed Fo_rt' Dobbe oripinaily, but was later changed
to Fart Hamnionfs) |

On July 10, 1758, Govsruor Dobbs wrots to the Jarl of lLondom
that the peapls of Horth Carolina "had appropriatsd 731500 ewrrenay to
arsct a he;‘ttar}; af O0ld Topeail Inlet or Port Bsaufort, to defsnd that
Harbor, thers being deep water on the harr®, Govermor Dobbs stated in

hia letier that "he went alag to Paord Beaufort to fix upon a pluee for

& Buttory therempon 3Sogue Bewks”, He esaid that "ths house is already

up and gowmring, and as it will be a(!:;useino Bntiory and wunt no miad.ng
(]
or piling, it wiil be scon finished",
éwarmr Dobbs reported in hias lstiesr that "1t hae also two fuces,

one which commands the entrance from the Bar and the other defonds th.

| Ea.rboﬁr. da ﬁurpou only B twelve pounders for the facs next the Ber, and

siz six pounders for the other face with a Guwaner Ordnance Stores, oto,
and about thirty men to defend the Battery and fouse egeinst any saall
Privateors, these altogether will require an independent company of 120
mant or iwo companies of 50 each which will be mors expensive, thi.a solony -
has never yst had an Independent Company nor any sssistaance from Britain,
altho’ ve have sn extensive sea Conmst and about 300 Vossele great and small
which enter here in a roar"fa) . .‘
Target practics was carried on at Fort Hamilton (Hampton?) by |
the British during the Revelutionary 'i’llg)
Agoording t- a report made to the Lorde Commissionars for

irade and Plantationsg esbout 1760 the batiery at 01ld Topassil Inlet was
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furnished with barrasks but thers wers no guns $0 mount upon them eéicepﬁ ﬁ
old ehip guns cmiad‘fm Fort Johnatonf.lo’ :

¥hen the Revolutionary War broke owt it becne nooossm% to _‘
etrengam the fort at Beaufort, The sommittee appointed by the Provine
oial Goﬁgreu which met at Halifax on April 4, 1’)"!6._. raported tha;h. in |
their opinions "the situation of Beaufort and the Inlets adjacent are
sudh that it appsars absoludsly necessary that a considerable military
force should be stationed at or near said town, to provent our eneades
from lending thore". It recommended thet watil further provision wfa!. : |
mede for the defense of the County, "the c'on:’anm' of 50 men now raised R A |
the Committes of said ocunty be continued for that purpose so long aaf-:m o
eaid scemities shall Judge 1t muurys&l) On April 26, 1777, the Gnom |
Assambly appointed a committes "to enquire and make report on the defense
immediately necassary for Oaraccke Inlot and the part of Beaufort and
Romh‘(&a

The first fort stood until the end of the Fewolution. In 179}
the Federal Government ordsred a asw fort bullt nearer the Inlet and |
nemod 1% "Fort tamilSon® in hemor of Alexandsr Mnen(.m | |

On Septembar 20, 1TT7, a group of residemts of Carteret County
wrote to Governor Caswall, setting forth the eritical situation of Besuw
fort, and requosted a few pleces of ordnance plased at the Inlet. They
presued that with thres or four § or 4 pounders they sould securs $he
Inlet from the attem4s on ‘l'mdogq Three monthe latsr the General
Aggembly ordered Mr. Johm Zaston of Carteret County to "take and keep im

his posses:ion umtil directed all gune, ammmitions and other arms bee
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longing to the publis ‘ao'w_ in the hands or poesession of the Ufflcers
and éoldiera- of the Independent Companies iately stationed at Oeracock
and Beaufort Inlots"fls) |

The small garrison which s meintaised at Beaufort during the
war wme inadequate for ita nrotsetion and in Noveambar, 1780, certain
inhabitmts of Carteret County petitioned the Governor and Comneil of
Eorth Carolina to allow their quota of drafted men to remain in the
county, They claimed that nsarly all of the young and abls bodied men
belonging Lo the county had gone Lo sea and that if the prosent quotm
wore taken from them they weuld not be able to¢ withatand the weakest
sfforts of the .WSIGJ

On March 30, 1782, Genaral Gresus wrota to ﬁonsrgl Summer, ise
forming him that a force conalsting of four vesssls, momnting in the
whols to 40 guna nnd mandod is.th ﬁﬂ saamen wag proparing in Charlssten
and wonld suil An a few duys. Thelr objest wes to plundar and destroy
the town of Bnnfortslﬂ | |

In 1803, the State of North Cerolina ceded to the Unitsd Ststes

Govermment part of tha present tract, uz(ad.)lnter, in 1826, conveyed about
18 .
405 acres more for the sum of §1,287.00. By sa Act of the Stato Legis~

lntuﬁ.mtiriod December 18, 1807, the State cedsd to ths Fedara) Goverme
ment for fortification pupposes five ac‘ru' of land in Carteret County,

subjeat to the proviso that a fort should be erested therson within three
yearlfn) A tract of eix acres and 118 square perches was acquired by

{(29)
deed duted May 1, 1810, frau Jonas 3mell and Jogaph Davis, for $300.00,

The title to 403,59 acree was obbained by the Foderal Goverment, pure
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sua.rrb(to)an Aet of the Horth Carolina General Assombly ratifiad Jauuary
22 _ _ .
4, 1828,

Under this Aet the State obligrted iteelf %o get ti_‘bia %o tiza
land in question and transfer it to the United States in emse the pro~
prietor of the lands should refuse to convey it %o the United States or
should be unknown. On June 1, 1828, Judge J. R, Domnell of the Superior
Courts of Law and Zquity iseued a writ of venirs fagias to the Sheriff of
Carteret County, commanding him 4o draw a Jury to value, lay off and
allot to the Fedaral Governmaent the necessary land, On Outobar 11, 18&6 :
the H%ate wes patd for the land 31,28?.05‘:2) .

In 1811 hthumel Macon had mu.red an apmprixtio? o§
33

 $302,500,00 for building the eitadel to protsct Beaufort Inlek. Flans

and entimmtes for bullding the fort wers nct made, howsver, until 182&3) .
Oniarch 24, 1828, the Chief Bnglnser issusd o report in whioh he esti~ |
nated the axpense of building 4he fort to take the plen of the ruins of
Fors Hampton te be #1?5,000.0((33‘) _ -

Work on the new Lort bsgan in July, 1835?5) The first mmu?y T

(26)
wvas laid in June, 1827.  Two months later there was = severs stom

which seriouzly injured the new fort. Tha damgge was soon repaired,
howanr. and the Chief Enginesr in his annusl report for the year 1828
stated that the masonry had made gsoneidersble mma(l?_) -
Due to the diffioulty of sscuring a suitable supply of brieck
of = suliable qwt{agfmm" on the fort was mot ns groat as expected

during the yesar 1829. In addition to this hendieap it was dinoonred
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. later that the encroachments of the sea throutensd the safoty of the fort.
It was necassary to adupt nessures Lo arresd ihair further progresas and
funds ware appliad for for thia purpoaafzg) The complotion of the fort wae
delayed conalderably om account of this diffioculty and toward the end the
operations wors princi:nll{ dir-oted %5 the construction ¢f works for the

{30
- preservation of its sita. In the raport of the Chief Engineer (dated

Hoveubsr 23, 1833) for the year endiag Septsmber 30, 1833, it wms stated
that the work would "be csompleoted and ready for inspsction by the middle
of the prosant months'fn .
. During the yeary 1834, the wharf whioh had bescus uselesa from
® decay wne robuilt and also & dike to comneot it with the fort, Ths re=~
sults of the operations which had been scrried on for the preservetlon of
the besch proved very satisfastory. It was raported by the Chiof Enginesr
) on November 1, 1834, '(mx report for year endin&%ﬂubar 30, 1634)
- that the fort was completed and ready for inspestion. In his report
of Noveubar 15, 183% (year ending September 30, 1833) it wss stated that

o

- o

e 4

a2 the fort had been completed and wne now garrisoned. 7The tot?l ?uowt
= 33
o sxpended on the fort up to September 30, 1835, was $349,384.94. (The (34)
o3 34

s Raleigh Hews and Obeerver vaye it was comploted at a dost of $463,790,00).

i (38)
= 7 - The fort was milt by William Poke. I% was numed Fort Hacon

in honor of &(uth?nisl lacon, Senator frow North Carolina, who sscured the
36
appropriation,

Fort thoc)m was first garrisonsd by Unitad States troops on
Ol ar
. December 4, 1834, They were a battary of artlllery men uader the couw '

(3a)
mand of Captain R, N, Kirby, e native of Commectieut, The garrison
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 wee withdrewn February 3, 1836 but it was replaced July 28, 1842,

| The Fort oecnpie§ the eastern oxtrnni'&j of Bogue Islanﬁ _eund
ccmmanda Beaufort Harbor. The t.wn of Beaufort liss mbout two miles '.'éoﬁ’-,: -
a little enst of north, agross the harbg:?)

The fortress covers about eight aornl. Outeide dafonses are
arrangsdin the shape of & buge square, the sand and masonry w»slls, twenty |
fost thick, sxtending mors than a seore of fasd in ths sand, making the
bfwastworks iﬁvi.sibh from the sea. Fowder and shells wors stored in

(41)
lower magazines, The outer wal.s are approximetely thirty feet in

height.

Betwesn the outside defonmes and ih-.neondary defenaes which
form the fort proper is a most twﬁty to thirty~six feet wide and about
fifteen foot dsep. There is a sanal about ten fost wide in the ae’u‘.‘of -
of the moat, Thie gnnal was ariginally filled to a depth of !‘m‘oﬁ*?i‘u :
fet with water. The most was spasned by a drawbridge from the tremway
which 1sd from the bost landing pier on Bogue Sownd, o

The fors itself is a five sided figure of irregular shape. M.
two of the five sides have the saws length. Beginning with the roadeway
entrance side, and continuing around to the right, its dimensions aré me’
followws 305 feet; 390 feets 175 feets 175 feots; and 1_95 foety making &
toﬁl distance arownd the ouder mall, or perapet, of 1,140 feet.

In the seater of ths fort 1s an epen court shaped oxactly s8
the outer walls. Ths space betwesn the two walls which form the second=

ary defense is divided up into thirty-four separate compartments, all
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with underground commmnicating doors. The larger of these rooms are
20 by 38 faet, with beautifully arched eeilings, whichk wers originally

lathed and plastere&.'

The workmanahip displayed ig all the arches and walls is une
surpassed evan by moiern wrhanshigiw) Some of the most intricate de=
sigas in brick work in Ameriea are foumd there. Hundreds of brick wers
ghaped earofully to fit in mosaie like displays for arches, floor and
mlllsﬂ)

Ian the fort sre underground ccmpmrtments ad three corners of

the fortification, such 23 foet by 23 feet, iIn shich mion and other
supplies and equipment were stored. Inside the parapet wallmd five fost
from the top ia a briek ares~wny about twenty feet wide with‘a_copigg of
brown stone siabs, four feet in width, extending arownd the enmtire cireult
of the moat. The outer well im eighteen feed high and four feet thick. X4
ias filled with earth and sand around the cuter side and forms a huge, l.'t;p-
ing moumd or rempert of more than four asres. Mneu behind this |
vall were oonstrusted the emplacements and alrcular iron trecks for tbe M«
Those cannon, thiﬁy three in number, wore 33 placed and mounted as to Y

guard the chamnel appreoach to Beaufort Harbor.
A garrison of one thousand men could be ascommodated comfore

tably in the far';. It is provided with kitehens, bakerios, laundry and
: . 44

starage roomg.

It 19 not kmown when the garrison which was placed at Fort

Mecon in 1842 was withdrawn but for years prior %o the Civil #ar it had

baen ocoupied paly by ordnance serjo.mits who had charge of the pro perty.
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During the troublasome days in 1860 when wor gseomod )
izmminerd the question arose =e to what aotioﬁ the ngaral Government _ﬁbﬂ_i_é .
take in regard $o0 the United Army poste in North C&rélina. Thsse wers
Forts Fisher, Caswell, Macon, and the Fayettevillas Arsenal. Early im
No vomber troops were sent to the arsenal at Faystieviile at the request
of the Mayor and Citisens of Fayetteville who fearad an insurrection.
Ixaitable people bscumne convinesd that all the United States Army Fosts
wers likely to be regularly garrisoned snd a movament %o take poaaossio_ﬁ -'
of them dev alapeifs) o
In Jamuary 1861, Governor X1)is wus approsched in regard to he
matter and was urged to order the siesure of the posts, bub he Pefused .'
aven to soneider the proposals After Forts Caswell and Jq_ﬂh-ton had been
siessd, however, by the Caps Feur Minute men, a graup of eitizens of
#Mon ordered the forts to bs evasuated. Governor am; %iwn méq
inqxﬂ.riu in Washington as to the inteontions of the Wurnaparﬁnm 5.:: rn«-
© gard to the forts. He asked the Fresident 1f the posts wers to be
garrisoned and was assured by Seerstary Holt that the Adminisiration
regarded the forts as safe in ™law~abiding North Carolina™, bdut in the

(a8
svent of their baing threatoned, bhey would be protested.

On April 17, following his refusal of troops to President
Lincoln, Governor Bllis fssued a 011 for a special session of the
Legislaturs to begin on May 1. Fért Macon hed already been taken and

he now ordered the sissgure of the others, whioh was amocomplished
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at once,

By the following Septembor the far was vell under way, yet
Fort Macon was entirely inadequate for the defense of Bsmufort Harbor.
On Septambar 4th, ¥r, H. K Burgwyn srote to M¥r. S. R. Mellory, Seorastary
of tize_ Confaderate States Navy, pleading for raiﬁcrcammte for Fort Macon.
He raported that Fort Macon hed net one praeti&al guanar. It had no

fuzes, rifled r(::;m):en or ordnance officer and only raw troops without
48
proper supplies,

3ix weaks later Fort Macon was still unpreparad and Brigadier«
Genaral D. H., Hill, who hnd been placed by the Searsiary of 7ar in charge
of the goast defonse of North cﬁronna from Fort ﬂeeqn to the Virginia line,
sent an urgent appéql $o th§ Secrstary of War to send reinforcements. He
detlared that Fort Macen could not be held ﬁi.thont four mors efficient
guns of lang range and reported that it then had but four guns of long
rangs and they wers 1illy supplied with umsnittoﬁ and mounted on very
inferior qarriages. Nevertheless, the Secretary of the Navy was unable to

comply with Gen?ral). Hiils requeest and simply referrsd the matier to the
49
Se¢retary of #ar,

Early in September, 1861, a rumor was spread abroad by the British
ship ®Alliance" at Besaufort that the blooksding squedron wae propering teo
attack Fort Meson on the morning of Ssptembar §th. Gowermor Clark of
North Garolﬁ.ﬁa wrote to Segretary of #ar @en iaforming him of the rusor.
He stated that the fort had no gunners who could manage the zuns and re=

ques‘(&ed)tmt the fort bo supplied with officers whe understood the use of
30
zZung,
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. 4lthough the threatensd atiaock did not asctuanlly tuke place, _
there are indications $hat the scare occemsioned by the rumor did awaken
the Confederate authorities o the inadequacy of the Fort. On quatmﬁar o
30th, George . Printess, Commandsr of one of the Federsl ahips stat:l-omdjn ' |
off Besufort, reported that Fort Macon had been very much strengﬁhoried yith-'.
in the sast twenty days. The barbetts guns had bYeen proteoted and o‘nqtruo-_
tions removed in front of the csassuates, He setimaiosd that as many as
aavanty five guns were then in position and said that others wers being
added daily, inecluding e mumber of rifled cammon. About two thoueand nin
were cantoned outside the fort,. |

Prentiss mpor&ad that the fors could be carried but that i‘t
‘would requirs ten thousand men to cooperate with the flast. He cutunld
a plan of attack by whieh Ford Macon e to ba ﬂ.@& on frow three di=
reotions. In his opinion the flest could farm inm line cutside the beak
&t a distance of a mile and a half in four and oﬁa half fathoms of
waters Ths $roops gould sesily land on Shacklaford and Bogue benks, out
of range, end, sup;il:l.od with sand dags, oould 1a a eingle night secure - -
themselves from ﬂtéﬂl‘:. Pregtise thought that they eould then sdvance _. '
Aheir work at pleasure on Shaskleford %o witidnm.a d%and & half of Mmcom
maonaomunmuhauam.. In his opinion the Fort could med

{s1)

withetand this: _ m-e. IS must fall and the g&rriaen sould not. {.mp-.

Thua mnth- later, Frontiss learned from a boy who hed umd as
sarvant in the ford that there were abeut four hundred mem within the 'nlh

of the fort. Thare wers casemedes with a curtain in front, but no g!ms



mowntaed, They wers used as quarters for men and officers, Thers wns
8 battery of four gmms on Harker's Island. In all the boy reported about
two thousand regulars at aix different poinis near the Fort. Prenties
ventursd that with five hundrad men and six guns a.nd mth antrenching tools
ha could take a.nd hold a.gainat 21l comers the he.rhor on Shackleford BanE:gJ

Before (eneral Burnaide could safeoly sitempt to carry ocut his
plana of moving on Goldaboro, Raiaigh, Fort Caswell, and #iimington, he
fslt it necessary to undertake the capture of Fott Macon, The possession
of Macon would Jeave ne oonfaderate strongheld to mensoe his rear. More
m;:ortant still, his foreds, mtil M=oon was in his hands, would have to
be supplied by qn?ll 1ight araft vessels which, after daring the storms of
Hattoras, had to thread a tortuous way through the sounds to New Bom.

Fort Macon sontrolled the harbor of Besufort, the best om the

© ¥erth Carolina Coast. By its captures the Federals in North Carolina would

have gquick access by open m to Fort Monrce snd Washington, and their arny
could be supplied dy ths largost steamers. Noreover, the Atlantla Blogk~
ading squadron would always have a convenient temporary hase and a occamod-
ius ﬁfuga in time of storms, Ismediately, thersfors, aftor the Batile
of Neovw Bt;'n. General Busmaide started General Parke with portions of his
brtgada to take pomssion of Moorshead Git?t Carolina City, and Beaufort,
and to invest Lcon.

The inlet to the sound, a narrow passage, separates Bogue Banh
from Shackleford Bo;nks. almogt due esst, end guns of ordinary range oould
aénily reach the fort from the point of Shacklsford Banks Jjust opposits,

Beaufort is about two miles northeust of the fors, and Carolina City
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Parkes haadqua!"tars'. i3 avout five miles northwest. Ouiside of the 'mnga"
of the guns on the land fTade of Maoon, the fort was aksolutoly tmprotq'ataa. _
The garrison of Fort Maoon, commanded at tho time of ﬁ_he siege by |

Colonel Homen J. Whita, oohaistsd of four companios of the Temth North

Carsline Regimend and ons Company of the Twemtieth North Carolina. The dotal

mnber of thess companiss as reported by Colonel Fhite, wma abotrt four
hundra.d.l A three monthe supply of provisions was always maintained in fhu
fort. 7 S
General Farke, accompanied by the Fourth and Fifth Rhoda' Inlané
and the Eighth Connsotiout rogiments, reached Carolina City just west of

Horshead City on Maroh 22nd., There, at the tarminus of the railrca&lan the

shore of Bogus Sound, he sstabliched headquarters. Aftor the refusel by
Colonel #hite of a summons to surrendsr the fort, Genersl Parke began'
preparation for a ragular sisge, for $he fort waes too strong to be takii: :

Sy assault, The difficulties in his was were greak. The process by ﬁﬂch e
the army organimtion had to transport everything needed for the siege
from New Bern to iha desolate banke was slow and Iahoriougfﬂ o

¢ In owrrying out his plans for investment, Parke stationed Rth.

S4xth New Jarsey s a rear gunrd at the Trenton bdridgs, whioh had been |

retuilt by the Fifth Rhods Island after the Confederntes burnsd it. GCaroe

lina City was ocoupied by two Companies under Major Allsn, and Bemufort by ”
three Companiag. A gunboat served to blockade Cors Sound and two or.;tlir'nfo'
mll. boats out off the fort from all cdmunicaticns through Bogus Sound.

The first tropps were transported to Bogue Banks on March 29th. From &hat
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time until April 10tk eavery avalladble hour af n;.ght and day was spent
55

in tmnsporting man, aicgs 4rains and supplies.

On April 4th, Tort Macon -mas fired upon by th{n b:)loekading
56
squadron and the ﬁ.ra kot up for ons and one-half hours . Thars is
no resord, howaver, that any damage was done $o the fort by this bon~

bardgent.
The grim fort wes stripped for battle, OJutside buildings wsre

burned 3 -boate at the dogks wers destroyad; wooden protections from weather
vere torn avay; sandbags were placed tc protset guns and gunners; ammmue
nition was laid out. O5tock was taken for the Commmnding Officer. For the
commissary department Captain C. ¥, King reportsd am ampls supply of proe
visions. The returns from the ordnangs officer, Liesutenant Thad Golmj,ﬁ were
not 80 pl'eamt.' He repartod a sufficleasy of shot, shell, and fuses, ub
leas than a three day's supply of very inferior powder if the fire of the
guns were cortinveus. '

Thus squipped the fort awaited the coing bombardment. There
wes, howsver, nearly a momth to walt for ths final ordeal. During this
pariod Ceneral Parks dispatchsed to the banks eight companises of the .
Yourth Rhode Ialand chimmt. ssven eompanias of the Zighth Connectisut
Rogiment, and ihe Fifth Rhode Xslend Badtalion, Company O, First Usited
States Artillary, and Company I, Third New York Artillery. Signal statibﬁt
wers establishad to communicate with the fleet end the chors towns.

After. the landing of these t:oopa 4he confederate outpost of one
company under Capbain S D. Pool was driven into the fort. Throe batssries

wors set up bohind sand knolls. These sand knolls, sovsrad at times with
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stuntsd trees, alforded axcellent cover for artillerymen and théir |
infextry supports, The first battery of four l0~fmeh mortars, commanded
during 'Eha bomberdment by Lisutenant D. 5. Flagler, wus loeatad. near the
marah and about 1,680 yards from the fort. Captain L. J. Morris' battory
2f thrse 20 pounder Parrotta wss 200 yards in advance and to the ﬂ-ght '
of the first. A hgttery of four 8=inch mortars in oharge of Lieutsnens
¥. N. Prouty was placed another 200 yards in adwancs and near the sen, '
Thess guns were only 1,280 yards from the forﬁﬂ In addition to tho
bedtaries, rifle piis had btesn dug at indervals asrcsa the front te ropel
any sortis by the Confederates and to shelter sharpshooters who had bun-

pushed in close to plok off gumners in the fort. Thess trenches recelivsd

from thirly to f1fty shells eush day from White's foroes, The batteries em;

connssted by trenchies which zig szagged around the sand hummocks, Ig
batterios wero erected on Shnaklotoﬁkn:k; or st Beaufort as had he!u
I -
While the land foraee were thus preparing for the aiago. ffmr
United States dar ships stood by waiting for the moment to sttack,
comndor Samuel Lockwood, ln ghargs of the squedrén, roported on %pril, 1%
that ho vad held & consulfation with the Comsanders of the differont
vesaol: relative to thelr several duties and submitted a plan of attmk
on.Fort Mavon by the naval form(;:?) :
The thirteen guas of the land batteries opened a eimultanecus
firs about sunrise on April 2%th. Yhen the thunder of these heunvy gmu
wng heard at sem, Commandsr Lockwood bore down olose o the breakers with
his four ships carrying twentyethree guns and joined in the fierce bm- I_

bardnent, The welght of metal convarging against the isolated fort wasy
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however, not yeot completed. apparemtly under General Bumaside's personal

diregtion the two floating bamtterias of Hichols and Baxter, armed with

 four rifled Parrott 30=pounders and ona wiard l2epounder; wers towsd into

position for action, Yub owing %o high windsy only ono of thess suna ecould
be uscd. As soon as the flset ran within renge, the heavy zuna of Guion

and Pool in the fort were awmng sesward. The squadrom, no doubt, ascaped

greater chmags begnuse its officers followed in thia conflich, too, the

practice moonti.y 1nt§oducod into the navy by Stringhamy they discharged
thelr guns, not f:rom-amhgr. but as they stesmed rapidly by their objoa-'-
tives in a continucus oirels. After an notion of an houwr and a quarter, .
Loekwood's squadron was cmpoiled by the violence of the ses to wit.hdrﬁl.l
Thelir retirement vae a aiaappointmt to Fool ard Guion, who had set thtir

(eo)
hearts on z‘ink:lng soms or all of their boats,

&duterrnytad fire from the Fadersl) lend batteries ccntimml

‘for.ten houre. Mo Confederste guns on the parapet facing the entrance tn
the harhwr ccﬂ.d be brought 40 bear on the hnd batteries ner oould thou -

on the parapet facing Bu.ufoﬂ. Hence the fart eould use only hair of its
gma. From the Federal obssrvation towsr in Beaufort, signal offiocers |

sorrestad t:(lth) romarkable preeision errors in the ranges of their gummers
51

on the henks.

‘ (62)

Fort lheon surrendered after boi:(tg ?mhardad for ten hours,
68

Burneide hed spent five weeks in the sisge. (1‘1?; Offiger Goldlbomugh
: 64

congratulated Commander Lookwood on the capture uand reportad to the

Seerotary of the Navy on May 2, that Ford Mecon ma in the possession of
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{63)
the United States.

The fort was garrisonsd by the Federals irmediantely after its
evaguntion and ocoupled by them uldbil the closs of thewnr. The confederate
loes during the bombardment was seven killed and sighteen wounded; the
union loss was: one killed and three woundgflf)

There were but two articles in the terms of oapitulation agreed
upon for ths gurrander of Fort Maoon. The first required that the fors,
armament, and garrison be surtondargd 4o the foross of the United States.

The second artiels permitted the ﬁléasq of the officers and men of the
garrison on their parole of honor not %o taka up arms againat the Un'itml.

States witil properly exshanged, and to rstum o their homes, taking with
them all sheir privatwceffects, such as clothing, badding, booka_.,-etﬂ.-

The méquisition of the exoellent harbor whish Mmoon had hitherte
guu;lod was an insalouladle boon to the Feﬁamll. It gave dhem o d«f ‘
wator bass that ;§a in quick odnnuaieattng distance with their geniral ‘
supply depoto, a safe soaling station south of Fort Monroa, a mimor repelr -
station, and & commodius rofuge from the storms off a dangerous acast,

| The suocesses of the Burnside expedition, which olosed with the
surrendsr of Fort Mason, wers permanently damaging to the state and to
the Confoderasy. If the sentral government had mecurately informed ieelf
of the strength of the impending inwmsion and them clearly estimated ite
own insdequate preparations to msed the land end nawal forces of Burnside, the
oalamitous results would no doubt have bean proventedy for encugh diqeipna_od
troops wire hurried into North Carolina, after both of these things werse |

(68)
realized, to have ohecked the invamion.
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The occupatiozi af this derritory in rear of Gener:l Lee's
srmy by a mobile t‘oréo that oould be safely increused by weter in s fow
hours wna a constant menace to operations in Yirginia., Honsceforthy when~
avar & strategle blow by the Army of NorSherm Virginis wns umder contem=~
plation, it had to be thought out with the possibility of a coumtarewirike
from the esasily snlargeabls army squatted bohind the fortifioa:ions of
Hew Sern and within a few hours by opsa sea of the Canfederate Capitol.
loreover a large mmbor of State and Confedernte troops, urgently nesded
by Les t‘o.r offansive warfarse, had henceforth to be detsiled to hold the
army at New .Beru in cgheeck. Ii addition, the loes of aymy supplies from
the largest cora and meat produsing cection of the Confederats States
nearost to Virginia was irreparable - sirpwos, tc0y that had baen aneqt?s'iﬁle
through inland nter. ways sefe from molsstation by the unopposed Federal *
fleot and without throwing additional traffic on the already overburdened
rallvayw of the South.

Nor should the effsct on the bloockade businees, whioh sc largsly fur-
nished to ths states and the Confederacy the negessitios which were not pro=
duged in the South, be owrlooked. #hile Deaufort and the inlets of ti:o
sounds were in Confederate hands, the dardag bloskads captains had cholce
of ssveral ports on the North Carclina Coast,; and ran for the ons leoust
guarded et the time of their appromch. Hersafter they could make only for

#lmington. Of course, toa, the Federal fleet whioh had been patrolling

(69)
four hundred miles of goast now goncentratsd sround that port wvery thickly.
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North Carclina suffered sn sppalling property snd territorial
lose by the Faderal blows which culminated in the taking of Fort ¥acom.
Heneceforth} there were ﬁhirtann countiea whioh were prasticully adminige
tarad by Federal offigers. Even in contlguous counmtiss groat quantities of
sotton and naval stores were destroyed lest they should fall into the
hands of Federal ralders. The pecple of the State as we find their foelings
indicated by nowspapers, letters and speeches were surprised and angered .
by the apparently emsy conqueet of so uueh of their tarritos:;?) _
Aftor the Civil War but 1itile attention ws paid to Fort Macon =
until the Spanisheimarican Fay in 1898. i}uring the *far with Spa:i.a tha
Fort was ocoupied by Colonel Jmea Young and a company of nagro soldiigz L
It wes supplied with two 100=pound Parrott rifles, and two 1l0~inch mrtm

wers also mounted, Mo actusl fighting occured thers during the war,

- (12) o
hownrz , Aftar the Yar all the guns wore dismounted and the fort

73
abandoned. Although the bulwarks wore officially abandoned the Fort

(7¢) .
remained a military reserwvation of the Federal Governmeni. The pro-

perty was lef$ in the oare of the United Stetas Govermment Coasd Guard.
Their headguartsrs were dullt immediataly adjoining ths foﬂiricatig':)
By dod of Congressa, Jm-u: 45 1924, 412.3 aores, including the Foxt,

wors granted to the State of North Carolina, to be administersd as a park

by the State Department of Conssrvation and Development. The formel .»
tranafer took place in 19(2';?) A strip of land sbout four hundred foek
wide, extonding from the Atlantic Ocean to Bogue Sound about one huuirod x
yards west of the Fort proper wns not included in the grant. This a'hr:lp )

continued to be ocoupiad and controlled by the United States Coas‘t Guard.
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The Fort Macon Coast Guard station is operated by the United States
Treasury Dapar&m&xt; The Mamfm wateh the Inlet,  tlantis Doean,
and Bogue Sound surrounding the Fort property., Zach year a number of
ships and boats in distrésa are helped by the crew of this 5%&1:1511?-)

The mein charmmel which was only a few hundred foed snast of ithe
fort until a fsw yoars ago has bheen graduslly moved about %4wp thousand
foat ssctward leaving a large arss above water that will probably be
edded permanenily to the park irset by the planting of grass and ahms:?)
The Forestry Division of the North Carolina Department of Conservation

and Hevelopment 13 conducting tree plahting axrorisents on the l"ark pro=

- {19)
pertyy and sand dunes along the new drivewny have deen mnohkored with

(80)
native myrtle, oedar, yapont and palme. The exporiment mms undertaken

in the hope that 1% would prove the feasibility of afforesting part of the
large bank arca which extends all the ey from Virginia to the South )
Carolina line. The Maritime, loblony( slash and short leef plnes are’
some of the species whigh have heen triogf) -

The Park property is a wild lifs sanetuary. No one is perw ;
mitted o hunt or molest any of the animals, birds or water fowl on tiu
property. Many spesice of bird 1ifs and prs.uti&al}.y all native water and :
gshore birds ars found in or near the Park.

The shore birde consiad of sandpipers of e mumber of apecias,
turnetones, wilson plover, siips {migratory), willets, oystsr eatchers,

ula:pper'mil and several species of herons. There sre many species of

‘water birds whioh emhabit the vioinity of the Park. Some of them are



hugﬁ.ﬁ:. shark und blaskfish ars all found.

-3 -
_ W
the herring, ringbill and laughing guils, and the wwift flying terns .
(myal, common, blmek and least). Obhers are the black skimmars, morgan-
sersy coons, grebam, brown palicans, bittarns and the double cmstad
gormorants. During the winter thers ars many speoles of ducks as well as
gesse and brant, Common land birds on and areund the Park are the boat=

teilad graokls, fish crows, fish hawkse, bald eagles, marsh wrens, seaside, |

sharp~taiisd and marsh sparrows, mocking birds, kingfishers and painted

bmings.
There is excellent salt water flshing sroumd the Stute Park

‘proparty. Trout, both speckled and grays blus fish, spanish mackersl,

sero (horse meckersl), sheepshead, ﬂm?nr;. channel bass or drum; '

Plents whichk ars found in the FPark ares

Herdas on Inner Beaches.
Marsh Grasg = Spertina patens
Sand Bur - Csnohrup Tribuloides
Sea Croton - Croton Maritimus
Gooesfooty Figwesk = Chenopodivm Botrys
Jerusalem Cherry « Fhiysalis vigcose

Saltword - Salsola Kmdi
Tress and Shrubs.
Dwarf Palmetto - Sabel glabra
Red Cedar - Junipsrus Virginiana
Toupon - Ilex vomitoria
fax Myrtle - Myrica Carifera
Hareules Club - Zanthoxylum Clava + Horsulis
live Ouk - Quercus Virginiena
Swanyp Bay - Perses Pubessans

Devilwood Osmanthus Ameriganus
French Mulberry or Beautybarry Callicorpa
Inkberry _ Ilex gladra.
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Horbe on Cuter Sesohoes.

3purge - suphorbdla Polygonifolia
Pigweed - fmaranthus pundlus
Hersh Grass - Sparting Juncem
Bhestnut Rush - Fimbustyliz Cagtanea

_ Dunes
Sea Cate - Undiola paniculata
Jorueslem Cherry = Physalls viscoma
Sem Croton - Croton punstatus
Goldenrod - Solidago sempervirens
Zvening Primrose = Oonothers humifusa

Vines

Alabema GSupplejack = Borehemin ecandens
Smilax - Smilax Bonanox
Laursl Greasnbrior - ‘milax laurifolia
Bullace Grape - Vitis rotundifolia
Virginia Creapsr - faedera quinguefolia
Poison Ivy - Ahus Toxigodendron (83)

The 0ld Fort remained in a stat: of delapidation and da_oay
until unemployment ralie!{fmda from the Federsl Covernment were mads

a.nna'ue. Under the joimt direation of the Mational Park Service sod the
Btate Dapuptmt of Conservation snd Devalopment the restorstion of

4he Fort was undertakem through tln‘h;rgemy Conservation work m
84

. T4 was cowmpletad in the fall of 1933,

Part of the improvement and restoretion progrem which has b«\n'
earried out includes the construation of a now road from the Atlantis

Beach saugway, saking the park awmilables for the first tlmzo( by)u\tmh&lo.
a8

014 garrison rooms and officers' quarters have been restored. The

duplieation of the gobblestons approach and hand oarved woodwork required

ressarch in Jashington, as alsc did the replacement of fire plages, porte



holag, plastering and flodrs in savarel rooms of the old fortrsaos.
I7y and debris wars removed from the unique distern and drainage'

systems. Cannon balls, moulds, ¢oing snd octher old relige were un=

{8s)
sarthed at the site.
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